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PARTY!

senw, 1o give notice that a Public Meeting of the Peo~
.h‘gjt_lm-uu.m County, without distinction of
Party, will be held at the Court-House in this town,

appointing Delegates to a District Conveation, |

1s¢ held in Wilmington, on the first Monday in
Biareh next, whose duty it shall be io select a sulta-
‘Ble person to represent this Distriet in the Southern
Convention, to be held at Nashville, Tennessee, on
the 1s¢ Monday In June next.

- Py Slevery Agitation—A Southern Convention.

It would be folly te deny or conceal the fact that

* & most painful and dangerous excitement mow per-

vades the entire Union upon the subject of federal
interference with the slavery question. It is said to
be the remark of the oldest Senators, both from the
North and from the South, that they never witness-
ed anything of the kind in the history of the coun-
try, and that the excitement preceding the Missouri
compromise was a mere bubble in comparison. Con-
gress has already heen in session nearly two months,
and yet one of the Houses is still not perfectly or-
ganised, and nothing—absolutely nothing—has been

‘dpne towards forwarding the business of the session.

Even the debates in the Senate have been character-
ized by unwonted acerbity and personal feeling ; and
the extent to which one idea absorbs men’s minds is
seen in the fact, that no discussion can be started, no
matter how trivial or indifferent the subject, that it

*. is not certain to assume a character of sectional in-
All feel that it is & crisis of

terest and excitement.
deep and peculiar importance, both to the South and
the Union ; and that this question must be met and
combatted now, if it is to be successfully met at all.

Under these circumstances, it behooves the people of

the South, of all parties and persuasions, to lay aside
every political or partizan prejudice, and, so far as

- this question is concerned, to know no party but their

country—no principles but resistance to aggression.

We have been opposed to undue excitement upon

this matter, and we are opposed to it now. Enough,
and too much, has been said. It is now time that
something should be done—that some action should
be taken. What shall that action be?! This ques-
tion seems to have been already answered, in the re-
sponse given by the majority of the Southern States
to the proposal of the Mississippi Southern State
Cenvention, held some months since. That body
proposed the holding of a Convention of the South-
ern States, at Nashville, Tennessee, on the first Mon-
day in June next; and delegates have already been
appointed from Virginia and from nearly all the
-States South of us. Shall not North Carolina be
represented there? She ought tobe, and we believe
she will be. The power and efficiency of such a Con-
vention must, in a great measure, depend upon its
representing the united South, and presenting no di-
vided front. No member of the Southern confedera-
¢y should be absent. Such a Conveniion would con-
vince the North that the South is in earnest. It
would give an emphatic and authoritative endorse-
ment to the position assumed by Southern represen-
tatives in Congress, and, at the same time, strengthen
the hands of those at the North who may still be in-
clined to adhere to the compromises of the constitu-
tion ; and, even in case of the worst happening, it
would still promote concert of action among the
States of the South, in the peculiar position in which
they would then be placed.

The plan suggested for the election of delegates by
our friend of the Standard is as good as any other—
that is, that one delegate for the State at large shall
be chosen by tha Democratic and Whig Siate Con-
ventions respectively, and the remaining nine be cho-
gen by the people of the several Congressional Dis-
tricts, without distiaction of party.

We had entepséined doubts of the practicability of
such a in this State, but we believe that the
position of irs calls for it, and the people will re-
spond to 4 not as a party measure but as a Southern
measupd—not as a scheme to dissolve the Union but
to pvﬁerve it.

&ince the above remarks were penned, we have re-
ceived the proceedings of a meeting of the citizens of
Duplin county, held at Kenansviile, on Tuesday last.
They recommend the holding of a Convention in Wil-
mington, on the first Monday in March, and that the
other Counties of the District appoint delegates to
said Convention. We would call the attention of our
friends of both parties to this matter.

The Meeting In Duplin.

The Associate Editor of this paper had the plea-

sure of attending the meeting held at Kenansville
on Tuesday last, which, although got up upon very
brief notice, was remarkably large, crowding the
Court-House. Old Duplin came forth in her strength,
and it was evident that, however much her citizens
mightdiffer upon other subjects, upon the great ques-
tion of Southern rights they were one.
* Mr. Winsrow addressed the meeting in a speech
distinguished by force of argument and chastity of
language. He had just returned from the North,
and what he had seen there had satisfied him that
the SBouth must stand together, and that if the Union
could be saved at all, it would be by united action on
the part of the South, and especially of North Caro-
lina. That the North calculated upon divisions
among the people of the ‘South, and that this delu-
sion must be dispelled ; that we must prove that in
resistance to aggression we are one and in earnest.

Mr. HoLmes followed in a speech eminently practi-
cal in its character. His remarks went to show that
this issue was not confined to slaveholders alone, but
that every citizen of the South, slaveholder or non-
slaveholder was alike interested. That all the com-
promises of the Constitution had been alike violated.

When Mr. HoLmes sat down, there was a call for
Mr. TooLe. Mr. T. said he thought it was under-
stood that his business wag writing, and not speaking,
and that he was then hoarse, he would, therefore,
call upon Mr. Rern. That gentleman declining, Mr.
TooLe spoke sbout ten minutes, taking very strong
grounds—much stronger, it appeared, than either of
the gentlemen who had preceded him.

The resolutions passed by the meeting afford the
best indication of the spirit which aninmted it. They
are sirong and emphatic, but no stronger than the
occasion calls for, containing no expressions which
the people are not willing to stand up to, and, we
doubt not, their sentiments will be adopted by meet-
ings throughout the whole State. The time for action
has arrived, and men feel that something must be done
—that a stop. must be put to encroachments—that
the South must say by her deeds, *thus far shalt
thou go and no farther.” . -

. VexTrILoQUisM, &c.—We dropped into the Mason-
i¢c Hall on Tuesday evening., with the intention of
staying but a few moments, but found Mr. Wymax’s
performances 8o amusing, that going out Before the
conclusion was a thing not to be thought of. Mr.
Wymax is decidedly a proficient in his art, or, as
somebody who sat before us in the Hall emphatieal-
1y remarked, “ he’s some.”
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fouod 8. iruecbill againet him for the morder of

limiuofthe'su&of'ﬁni,‘bythemofherm
cant -territory to the United States, for the sum of

to be retained by Texas, to be about one hundred
and fifty thousand square miles, which, upon attain-
ing a sufficient population, is again to be divided, so
as to form two States of seventy-five thousand square
miles each. Immediately after Mr. BexTox had con-
cluded the remarks with which he introduced his
bill, Mr. Foore brounght forward his compromise bill
for the organization of the territories upon the
basis of the Missouri compromise line. He charged
Mr. Bewton with having stolen the main fea-
tures of his Texas bill from him, at the same
time that he sought to make it subservient to
the wishes of the Free Soilers. He character-
ized him as a traitor to the South—as a renegade
and an Abolitionist—and, so high wrought was the
feeling in the Senate at the time, that, although Mr.
Foore pointed at Bextox with his finger, and ap-
plied to him epithets of contumely and reproach, no
Senator called him to order, until, at length, BexTox
was forced to leave the chamber. A few years since,
Tuaomas H. BExToN was the father of the Senate, now
“who so poor as to do him reverence.”

~ On Thursday the debate was almost as stormy.—
We have extended our Congressional synopsis of this
day far beyond our usual limits, from the absorbing
interest attaching not 8o much to the original sub-
ject of debate as to the collateral issues which were
introduced. We wish that our space had allowed
us to give the remarks of Mr. Dicxixson, of New
York, in full. They were worthy of the Senate, and
breathed a broad Catholic spirit of devotion to the
Union, in fact as well as name—to the Union as con-
templated by the framers of the Constitution, not as
understood by factionists, or fanatics. The position
sssumed by such men as Dicxinson, Cass and others
at the North, should rebuke the sweeping and indis-
criminate denunciation launched forth by noisy dem-
agogues at the South, who, for their own petty pur-
poses, would have the people of the South to believe
that no man at the North is to be trusted. In this
belief we cannot concur. A careful attention to the
debates of the Senate during the present session, has
convinced us, that although there are many men at
the North who have yielded to the contagion of sec-
tional feeling, there are still many who have stood
firm—who have braved the storm of fanaticism, and
risked power and popularity rather than betray their
conscientious convictions. In this opinion we find
ourselves borne out by the opinion of such men as
Hesry S. Foorg, of Mississippi, Kixg, of Alabama,
Dowxss, of Louisiana, and hosts of others, whose de-
votion to the South no sane man can doubt. If fur-
ther proof of this was wanting, we might poins to the
great speech of Gen. Cass on Monday last, in the
Senate of the United States, upon the subject of the
Wilmot Proviso, upon which he took and advocated
the broad ground of its unconstitutionality and in-
expediency, contending that Congress had no power
to interfere with, or legislate upon, the quesiion of
slavery in the territories.

Now, we would ask, are such men as these to be
joined in the same sweeping denunciations with the
Free Soilers 7 Are those men at the South who, with
these facts before their eyes, endeavor to excite o
blind and undiseriminating sectional animosity, the
proper guides in a crisis like this? Are these the
true friends of the South or of the Union? We think
not. Action is called for, no doubt, but action, to ba
productive of any good, should be calm, ralicual, and
diseriminating. It should be the result of d:libera-
tion, not the ebullition of passion. If a Southern
Convention is to be held, let it be composed of rea-
soning, thinking, acting men. Of men who say lit-
tle, but whose character affords a guaranty that what
they say they will do. For our own part, we are
heartily sick of ultraism without any definite objeot
—of denunciations ‘unfounded in fact—and of decla-
mations intended for Buncombe. _
#&5-Gooey, for February, is out, with several
plates. Better have one good one. It is too much
the fashion to prefer quantity to quality in every
thing ; a foolish fashion at all times, but perfectly ri-
diculous when made to apply to works of art. If,
instead of competing with each other who shall pre-
sent the largest array of worthless cuts, our magazine
publishers would only give one good ExGRAVING in
each number, they might afford tuecir subscribers
something really worth having, and, at the same
time, do much towards diffusing a taste for a high-
er order of art throughout the country.

Carr. Ry~pErs AcquitTep.—Capt. Ryxpers, of
the Empire Club, charged with a participation in
the Opera House Riots in New York, has been ac-
quitted. It is said that Governor Fisn, of that State,
has pardoned Jupsox, alias Nep BunTLINE, convicted
of having been engaged in the same riot.

Mr. Caruoun.—At the latest dates from Wash-
ington City, this distinguished statesman was dan-
gerously ill of pneumonia. Both his body and mind
are represented as being completely prostrated by
the disease.

We are happy to learn however, that he has com-
menced to regain his health, although very slowly as
yet.

A Pigrim.—KeNnpaLyL, of the Picayune, writing
to that paper from Paris, says that an English or
Irish gentleman recently passed through that city,
well and comfortably clad in every respect, with the
exception of his feet, which were destitute of either
shoes or stockings. It is supposed that he was per-
forming & penance for some offence.
Surpwreck.—The British Ship Eiizabeth, went a-
shore on Monday morning on Browx’s Bank, to the
Southward of Charleston Bar. It is believed that
she will be a total wreck.

Tae SteamsHiP On1o.—This vessel, when off Cape
Hatteras, on her last run from New York to Chagres,
encountered a very savere gale, which stove in her
wheel-houses, and compelled her to lay to for 48
hours. She was unable to call either at Charleston
or Savannah.

PoruraTiON oF PiTTsBURG, PA.—From the recent
retarn of the taxables, the Pittsburg Gazette esti-
mates the population of that city and its immediate
environs at 96,276.

Rairoaps 1N ExeLanp.—The number of finished
miles of Railroad in England is 4,250; the number
of miles under construction 3,000, all of which will
probably be ready to go into operation next year.
Price or Newsparers IN CaLirorN1a.—The follow-
ing is the “terms™ of the Pacific News, published in
San Francisco:

Tri-Weekly Ne AONUM. .« covs sens sens «.aa P15 00
= "‘ N’ "'.,gﬁe:monthz .................. ’ E%
eokly News, e
§ "’ e ftdw:};l Bg*
Single copics of the o SN AR
u‘l 5 “ Weakly..{ ................. 25

For one square, (or leas) 16 Hines, first insertion, 4. F
“c;;wm t'i‘::“ﬂllw!!""v“ ; »
It should be added that the “dust” is invariably
paid in advance. If we could only get such prices
for the Journal, we could getalong. Well we covld,
but we can’t, and so there's no use in wishing.

“gm_mmgt gold bulk th:-‘hm
is eountry. during t Six mon is estmated
to 1::37,%000 F i % = ;
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the reduction of the {Be ton made his promised motion for leave
in a bill for the reduction of the limits of the State

fifteon millions of dollars. The amount of territory | of the principles of his bill.
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- After the disposal of the morning Mr.
bring
The Bill propases to reduce Texas to s State of
150,000 square miles, to be again divided into two
States at a fature period. All land outside of this
is to be ceded to the United States for the sum of

mittee on the Judiciary.
Mr. Foote, in pursuance of notice, asked and ob-
tained leave to introduce a bill to provide for the or-
ganization of the territorial gevernment of California,
Deseret, and New Mexico, and to enable the people
of Jacinto, with the consent of the State of Texas, to
form a constitution and State government, and for
the admission of such State into the Union upon an
equal footing with the original States, in all respects
whatsoever. ;
Mr. Foote, in the course of his remarks, was very
severe upon Benton, who, towards the close, got up
and made for the door of the Senate Chamber, the
Senator from Mississippi applying to him the cele-
brated words of Cicero to Cataline. The division pro-
posed by Mr. Foote's Bill will be found in another
column.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
A message was received from the Senate, by A.
Dickens, Esq., Secretary, informing the House that
the Senate had passed a joint resolution limiting the’
expense of collecting customs for the present fiscal
year.
The resolution was read and referred to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. _
Mr. Haralson asked leave to introduce a resolution
suthorizing the employment of additional Clerks in
the third Auditor’s Office, to assist in adjusting and
settling claims against the United States, arising out
of the Mexican war. Objections being made. the re-
solution was not received.
The Speaker declared the order of the day to be
the election of officers. The House then went into
the election for a door keeper, and after voting five
or six times without a choice, adjourned.

TuursDAY, January 17.

SENATE.
After the disposal of petitions and resolutions of a
private chaiacter, the Senate resumed the considera-
tion of the resolution submitted some time since by
Mr. Clemens, of Alabama, calling upon the Presi-
dent for information’ as to whether any person had
been appointed civil and military Governor of Cali- |
fornia ; whether any agent has been appointed and
sent to California for the purpose of organizing a
State government there, and what instructions had
been given to such agent, or correspondence held
witk him ; also, how the delegates to the California
Convention were elected, whether a census had been
taken, and, if so, by virtue of what law.
Mr. Clemens said he understood that a similar
resolution had been passedin the other House, which
would probably answer the purpose, he would, there-
fore, move that this resolution be laid upon the table.
Mr. Douglas hoped it would not be laid on the ta-
ble. The presumed interference of the Executive in
the affairs of California was a question which now
agitated the country, and it was due to the country
and the administration that this agitation should be
put to rest, which could only be done by giving this
information.
Mr. Truman Smith said that in answer to the House
romolutivn o most full and explicit eommuufcation
had been made. He hoped that the Senator from
Illinois (Mr. Douglas) would allow the resolution to
lay on the table. Mr. Smith said that the celebra-
ted proclamation of Gen. Riley had been made be-
fore he had received any orders from the present ad-
ministration, and while acting under authority deri-
ved from the last administration. That the charge
of interference wasa most unfounded imputation up-
on the present administration.
Mr. Douglas said that the Senator from Connecti-
cut had made a charge against Mr. Polk. As a friend
of President Polk’s administration, he was determin-
ed to have this information, to see at whose door the
blame lies, of having used undue means to coerce
public opinion and corrupt the elective franchise, by
throwing the weight of Executive influence in favor
of a particular form of constitution, with a view of
getting them into the Union with that constitution,
and thus evading the responsibility of settling the
agitating question of slavery.
Mr. Smith contended that as the House resolution
called for all the documents, a similar resolution o2
the part of the Senate would impose a two-fold labor
on the departments.
Mr. Douglas replied that the House resolution did
not cover the whole ground, and that he hoped the
resolution would be passed. It was of more impor
tance to the country that the charge involved should
be properly sifted, than that a small amount of trou-
ble and expense should be saved. He said that the
Senator from Connecticut seemed to speak as though

wanted to know too.
the publication of the reply to the House resolutions,

up this resolution.

Mr. Foote #aid he had received a printed speech,
made by & Mr. Botts, a Virginia Democrat, in Cali-
fornia, which positively states that undue means had
been used to coerce public opinion in California ; that
threats had been held out, emanating from the au-
thorities at Washington City, that unless an anti-
slavery constitution was adopted, the weight of Exe-
cutive influence would be cast against its admission.
Light, he concluded, and the fullest, was wanted up-
on this matter.

Mr. Dawson was in favor of laying the resolution
on the table. The mover, Mr. Clemens, had reques-
ted such a course to be adopted, and he thought that
courtesy would demand from the Semator from Illi-
nois an acquiescence in this disposal of it for the
present.

Mr. Douglas replied.

After some discussion between Messrs. Smith, But-
ler, und Foote, Mr. Clemens said that he hoped Sen-
ators would vote in this matter without any refer-
ence to him or his wishes. He charged Mr. Douglas
with having voted against it on a former oceasion,
and he did not see why he should be 8o zealous in its
favor now. He did not want his agsistance. He mo-
ved to lay the resolution upon the table.

Mr. Douglas asked for a withdrawal of the motion,
to give him an opportunity to reply. This was refa-
sed. By general consent he was allowed to proceed.
He said he had felt under an obﬁglﬁon tobring this
matter up, because the other day when it came up
he had moved to lay it on the table, because it was
not regularly before the Senate, but, at the same
time, he had gone over to the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. Clemens) and assured him that he would at
any time move to take it up and vote for it, and that
Senator had then told him that he had accomplished
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and if that wasnot satisfactory he himself would call i

templated by the resolution.

Mr. Clemens asserted that Northern Democrats
had, on & former occasion, voted tolay the resolution
on the table, to shield the President, because the
estion of slavery was involved in it.

Mr. Shields denied the imputation, so far as he
was concerned. He voted for no such purpose.

Mr. Clemens (excited) repeated his assertion. The
Democracy of the North, he said, were willing to
shield the President from investigation on this sub-
ject, because the slavery question was involved in it.
He wanted to convince his constituency that the
Northern Democracy were not to be irusted upon
this subject.

Mr. Dickinson. Ihope the honorable Senator from
Alabama will not undertake to read me out of the
party, as I voted against it.

Mr. Clemens said that the people of the South had
been living under the delusion that Northern Demo-
crats were their friends, and would stand by them
upon this question. He wished that their eyes should
‘be opened to this delusion. He called attention to
the proceedings of Northern Legislatures, and the
messages of Northern Governors. Mr. Clemens allu-
ded, in & personal sanner, to the demial of Mr.
Shields, and was called to order.

After some confusion he yielded the floor to Mr.
Foote, who deprecated the sweeping denunciations
in which Mr. Clemens had indulged. He did not
believe that all men at the North were false upon
this question. The South had still many true friends

To show this, it was only necessary to recollect such
men as Dallas, Woodbury, Buchanan, and others.—
The remarks of the Senator from Alabama could on-
ly apply to a portion of the Northern Democracy.

Mr. Clemens said he might be wrong insaying that
the whole body of the Northern Democracy were oppo-
sed to the South, but he could be under no mistake in
regard to the uniform course of every Legislature
North of Mason and Dixon’s line. They had all in-
structed their Representatives to vote against the
South.

Mr. Dodge (of Wisconsin,) said he was mistaken;
his State had given him no instructions. Mr. Bright
said the same for his State.

Mr. Davis of Mississippi, begged that his friend,
the Senator from Alabama, would avoid excitement
upon this question as much as possible, and not en-
deavour to widen the breach or create renewed ex-
citement of a sectional character.

Mr. Clemens said he should recur to this matter
again, at present he would move to lay the resolution
upon the table, and would not again withdraw the
motion.

Mr. Dickinson asked him to withdraw it for a few
moments. Mr. Clemens refused. The question was
then taken on the motion, and decided in the nega-
tive. So the resolution was not laid on the table.
Mr. Dickinson then proceeded to say that sofar he
had taken no part in this discussion. He had wished
to take no part, but observations that had been drop-

by Senators, and ially by the Senstor from
mbayma., requiring tzslI:c noticed. He had heard
the whole body of the Nerthern Democracy stigma-
tized in one sweeping denunciation. He had long
foreseen the evil consequences of the sectional spirit
growing up at the North and at the South, and
as & man acting under a solemn oath to the Consti-
tution, had stood up for the rights of the Union. For
this he had borne oboquy and reproach, disregarded
personal consequences and ephemeral popularity,
and stood boldly up that he might screen the right.
Others of his Northern brethren had done the same,
and yet now it was attempted to denounce them all
as unworthy of reliance, and read them out of the
Democratic church in one verse. He stood ready to
repudiate all sectional issues whether coming from
the North or from the South. He wished to see the
Constitution and the Union carried out in its full spir-
it, and come what might, he would support it. But
he deprecated sectional appeals and sectional denun-
ciations grouping all together and denouncing all in
the gross without stint or exception. Take away a
few agitators from the North and from the South, and

both sections were honest, and weuld act justly. He
and the great mass ofhis Northern brethren were wil-
ling, not only to stand by the rights of the South,
but to draw and defend them if necessary. Mr.
Clemens and others might repudiate the Northern
Democracy, but that Democracy would not repudiate
and desert the South. He had no fears for the Union
if Representatives in Congress were only as firm and
as true as the masses. If a proper spirit was culti-
vated, all would go well, and the republic would be
able to outride the dark lowering storms which threat-
en its existence.

Mr. Douglas said that he had ascertained that no
reply had been received to the resolutions of the

he knew all about the matter ; he (Mr. Douglas) | House.

Mr. Dowps was sorry for the direction which the

Mr. Clay hoped that Mr. Douglas would wait for {debate had taken. He did not believe that the North-

ern Democracy were opposed to the South upon the
slavery question. Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, was of

| the same opinion. He had seen Northern men stand

up boldly. He admired the stand taken by Mr. Dick-
inson, especially in the present posture of affairsin
his State, (New York.) g
* After some time occupied in personal explanations,
the question was taken upon Mr. Clemens’ resolution,
éalling for information in regard to California, which
was passed, and the Senate adjourned until Monday.
i HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
The House was occupied in discussing the proprie-
ty of printing extra copies of the report of the coast
survey, and in endeavoring to choose a door-keeper,
but without success.
Fripay, Jan. 18.

Senate not in session.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
A message received by the House in answer to Mr.
Venable's resolution calling for information in re-
gard to California. No other business were done ex-
cept balloting for a door-keeper, without success.

SAaTURDAY, Jan. 19.

Senate not in session.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

The House by a vote of 100 ays to 98 nays, adop-
ted a resolution offered by Mr. Clingman of North
Carolina, to postpone the further election of offieers
until Mareh 1851. This is equivalent to a re-elec-
tion of the old officers. The House then adjourned.

Moxpay, Jan. 21.
SENATE.

After the reception of petitions, &e., the Senate
took up the order of the day, which was Mr. Foote’s
resolation, declaring it expedient that
| should, at this session, provide Territorial govern-
ments for California and New Mexico.

ny power in Congress to legislate upon the

this.call for investigation had been laid on the table
ky.a fectional vote, and that the Soath eould not
0

mbject éry in the territories. To enable Con-/
gress to leginlate upon this subject, it nrisk: possesy

in that chamber from the North, and many out of it. |

all would be right. The great body of the people in | P,
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ifornia. The President says he did not directly in

message, and the House adjourned.

TrEspay, Jan. 22.
SENATE.

gains the Wilmot Proviso.

longer fulfill.
Mr. Foote's resolution was passed over.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

ate Committees.

Polk contended.

For the Journal.
Southern Rights Meeting In Duplin Co™:inty.

nansville, on Tuesday, the 23d inst. On motion Jas

Seoretaries.

the meeting.
was successively addressed by Warrex WinsLow
rY 1. TooLk, Esqs., of Wilmington.

and resolutions, which were unanimously adopted :
Wauereas, We, the people of Duplin county, as

declare and resolve,

pare for the worst. .
2d. Resolved, That the lcthqrg{mmnuh
vailed among our people must be shaken ...
evils and the dangers threatening the . Joff, &
homes and property must be stared in ety
3d. Resoll::ed?e

.pre

garding the

safety, cxists among them.

deliberate on the proper course to be pursued.
5th. Resolved,
vention, to be held at Nas

Distriet Convention, to be held in

port the measures of said Southern Convention.

of the exportable

the fabrics of their own prosperity.
Tth. Resolved, That whatever may happen, the

servation as the brightest
we ought to prepare ourselves for any emergency.
On motion,

Resolved, That fifty Delegates be ap
Chairman of this meeting, to attend the Convention
at Wilmington.

In accordance with the above resolution, the fol-
lowing gentlemen were appointed as delegates to at-
tend the Convention to be held in Wilmington, viz:

Kenansville—J. K. Bryan, Stephen Graham, Jere.
Pearsall, and W. D. Pearsall.

Warsaw.—W . Pearce, H. Best, Wm. L. Hill, Dan'l
Bowden, Issa¢c Wright, and Dr. Blount.
Wrightsville—Col. C. D. Hill, David Wright, Dr.
J. Hicks, Dr. Faison, Benjamin Owen, and John Carr.

negay, Jesse Swinson, W. B. Hurst, Joel Loftin, and

Joshua Loftin.

Glessan’s.—Mark Keathley, Daniel Herring, Wm.

Herring, et Kornegay, Dr. Cobb, Jas. Branch.
QOutlaw's.—Dr. Davis, Jas. H. Jerman, A. O. Gra-

dy

Smith's.—Z. Smith, Blaney Williams, Geo. Smith,
Stephen Grady.

Armstrong, Wm. Farrow, James Southcrland.
Cypress Creek.—Benj. Lanier, Gibson Sloan,, John
James.

J. Creek.—James Dickson, Cornelius McMillan.
K. Grove.—Jas. G. Stokes, B. Monk.

Williams' .—David Williams, W. B. Ward.

duties.
On motion of O. R. Kexax, Esq.,

a request that they
other papers of the State be requested to copy.
The meeting then adjourned.

JAMES PEARSALL, President.

HarstEp BowpENn .
DaviD GILLESPIE, ‘ Vice Presidents.

Jere. PEARSALL, .
R. K. Bryax, ‘ Secretaries.

Great and Good for Columbus?
WharreviLLe, January 15, 1850.

Hves:-- Yours, &e,,

Postmaster to the close of the session; so that this
matter is again open. A message was received from
the President of the United States in relation to Cal-

terfere with matters there, but he sent out an agent,
T. Butler King, so as to assist the people therein get-
ting ready. The reading of the message and accom-
panying documents created an excitement among the
members from the South. Mr. Clingman intimated
his desire to express some views in opposition to the

Gen. Cass finished his constitutional argument a-
t In alluding to the in-
structions of his State, by which he is required to
vote for it, he said that when it should come before
him in a practicable shape, he would know how to
reconcile his duty to the Legislature with his duty to
himself by surrendering a trust which he eould no

The House resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole with the view of referring the subject embra-
ced in the President’s annual message, to appropri-

r Mr. Clingman gave his views upon
the President’s message in relation to California. Mr.
C. considered disunion as & consummation to be de-
sired by the South. He characterized the message
as a mysterious document, stamped with insincerity
upon its face.. The President professes non-interven-
tion, and yet had sent T. Butler King to interfere.—

Gen. Taylor had abandoned ground for which Mr.

A large and respectable meeting of the citizens of
Duplin county, assembled at the Court House at Ke-

PeArsaLL, Esq., was chosen President ; and HarsTED
Bowpex and Davip Girrespik, Vice Presidents ; and
JErE. PEarsaLL and Romert K. BRyaN appointed

On motion, WExTWORTH W. PEARSON, JEREMIAH
Pearsarr, R. K. Bryay, Owex R. KExawN, and AT-
Las J. Grapy, Esqs., were appointed a Committee to
prepare resolutions expressive of the sentiments of

During the absence of the Committee, the meeting

Esq., of Fayetteville, and Luvciex HoLyes and Hex-
The Committee
on resolutions then reported the following preamble

sembled together, without distinction of arty, for
the purpose of expressing our feelings and views on
the alarming symptoms of hostility to the South and
Southern interests, and the aggressive policy pur-
gued by certain reckless partizans of the North, do

1st. That the aspects of the times admonish the
people of the South to be on their guard, and to pre-

That the South has taken Miilc 4n.
terest in the agitations of the subject of slavery—re-
itators as a small portion of the popu-

lation of the“i'arth—lmt that the resolutions of the
Legislatures of the free States, and the actings of the
resent Congress, have satisfied us that a general
eeling, hostile to Southern intercsts and Southern

4th. Resolved, That under all the circumstanées
there is a manifest expediency in calling together the | im
strong and able men of the South in Convention, to

hat we approve of a Southern Con-

Eville, Tennessee, on the
first Monday of June next; and that we recommend
to the other Counties of this Congressional District
to hold primary meetings and appoint delegates to a
ilmington, on the
first Monday of March next, the duty of which Con-
vention shall be to appoint delegates to the Southern
Convention—and we hereby pledge ourselves to sup-

6th. Resolved, That we of the South are perfectly
aware that the whole action of the Federal Govern-
ment has been adverse to our interests; that, by so
managing the balances and exchanges of capital and
trade, that [our] section which exports three-fourths
roduce of the country has L:zen
impoverished, whilst other sections have grown rich,
and, in the pride of its wealth, derived from extor-
tions from Southern labor—and in the madness of
olitical and religious fanaticism—=secks to destroy

South must stand together at all times; That all who
are not boldly for us, are against us; That self pre-
%t;w of nature, and that

inted by the

Woolfscrape —Daniel Kornegay, William J. Kor-

imestone.—A. J. Grady, Edward Hall, Edward

On motion of Wu. R. Warp, Esaq., the thanks of
this meeting were tendered to the officers for the
able manner in which they have discharged their

Resolved, That a copy of the proceedings of this
meeting be forwarded to the Wilmington papers with
ublish the same, and that the

To the Editors of the Journal—A. F. Toox, Esq.,
of Columbus county, N. C., on the 15th inst., killed
five hogs of his own raising, that weighed 1708 Ibs.
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What farmer in North Carolina has done as well
for his country ? Hereafter, Western Bacon can be
on the Western Prong, where Squire Tooy
JA M5

unliffitedipower he denied
nell H » gave way for
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New Ymt' Jlll. 14.

L . . = = - TO th‘ Ed!"m fthe U Y -
: pression to0 | an adjournment. ; Inaf 9 niom 2
at the ﬁu}‘“d he s full inves- T.:n . HOUSE OF REPKESENTATIVES. some of the lhurdii;;.mof?ﬂ subfect, | &mgted otit
M:. King hoped that the reply to the House reso- | urday, postponing the election of Doorkeeper and | T*SI8 the present rates of duties, and mb; i:.
lution would be waited for before any further action creasing our im ey

- ! u{mhtomlixhun-
red millions of ollars annual} : Was extremely al,.

.| portation, with a view to encourage, as b it
our own industry. The idea thttgareig: mr:};,
would inerease by increasing the rates of duty, or
placing still heavier restrictions upon it, is a no }
one; anfi &_I:e honor of having discovered a doetr;:e
80 astonishing belongs to & Pennsylvania whig law-
er, a member of Gen. Tavvror’s cabinet, in the year
849. I.aaaure_ the Secretary that, in after times
no one will elaim priority of diseovery; but he will

:;:at;:mitted to wear the honor while our republic

We will now look into the report a little further
It says: ‘
“In laying imposts and duties, it would seem that the en-

deavor ought teo be to i
not as little but as mn:ig::d m‘i':l:e.“m e evgle

“It is not a question of assuming &
granted by the constitution, on the . that it may tend
to the attainment of a general end therein expressod. Herw
the power to regulate commerce and the power to levy and
collect duties are expressly ﬂvon ; and the only question is,
whether ther ought not to be exercised with a view to the
general : '

‘1 find no obligation written in the constitntion to lay tax.-

es, duties, or imposts, at the lowest rate that will yield the
largest revenue.

* If it were true, that a duty laid on a given article, witly
& view Lo encourage our own productions, i1 unlawful, bocau
it mgg_oporato, by discouraging importations, as a partial
prohibition, the proposition would be equally true of every
duty laid with that intent, whether it were above or below
the maximum revenue rate. But as, under the power to reg-
ulate commerce, it is eompetent for Congress to enact & di-
rect and total prohibition of the importation of any article
it can be no objection to an act levying duties, that it mnf
operate in partially preventing importation.”

‘ Regard the interests of the people. not as littly
but as much as possible.” 1f any one had ever de-
nied the justice of so self-ovident & maxim, it might
have been appropriate for the Secretary to have de-
clared its correctness. Butas it is a maxim the truth
of which is universally conceded, no matter how er-
roneous the method of its application advocated by
some may be, it may be like pettifoggingto reiterate
it in the report.

As the power to regulate commerce, and to lay
and collect duties nng imposts, is expressly given in
the constitution, the Secretary insists that * the only
question is, whether they ought or ought not to be
exercized for the general good” Will the Secreta-
ry inform us who ever raised a question of this char-
acter, or who ever disputed that the power to tax
should be exercised for the general good? [ never
heard any one deny that all legislative power should
be exercised for the general good. If the Secretary
had said that there wasa difference of opinion wheth-
er the general good would be best promoted by high
prohibitory duties or by low duties for revenue, ie
' | would have stated the question in issue fairly and

intelligibly. The real question is, whether high or
low taxes on imports give the greatest encourage-
ment to the enlarged and diversified industry of our
people. The Seccretary is a mere pettifogging law-
yer, who, in the absence of argument, declaimed in
- | favor of legislating for the “ general good,” and that

sowar not exactly

the interests of the * whole must be regar-

ded.” _ Mannolists alwa }m the i

Gite AT polis ¥ I people in
The retary says he finds “no obligation written

in the constitution to lav taxes, duties, or imposts, ai
t—hq lowest rate that wili yield the largest revenue.
Will he tell us whether he finds any obligation writ-
ten in that instrument authorizing the laying of tax-
es, Imposts, or duties, at the kighest rates that will
- | produce either the smallest or largest amount of reve-

ryeraisl- We would further inquire, whether the plain

ol our

intent of the power to lay a tax does not imply that
it should produce something. *To lay and collect
are the words in the constitution. Yet the Secreta-
=y daas r- Zoubt but that the power is clear that Con-
gress may establish mtes of duty sg high thet inapos-
tation would be prohibited, wien there would be
nothing to collect. He says “it is competent for
Congress to enact a total prohibition of the importa-
tivn of any article;” and that, with such plenary
power, there can be no objection to any degree of
partial Jmhibition that may result from duties ¢n
rted articles,

‘he creed of the democracy on tariff taxation is,
that, while the system is permitted to exist, the rates
of duty shonld be based upon revenue principles.—
They should be the lowest that will produce sufficeent
revenue. Though protection would result, were the
duties laid with reference to revenue, yet all branch-
es of industry would be dealt equally with, and there
would be the least possible restriction upon foreign
commerce.

The Secretary adopts the estimate of his predeces-
sor, which is probably very near correct, that the
value of the annual produce of the labor of our peo-
Ele is about §£3.000,000,000. He also estimates, lj;um

igh British authority, that the value of the annual
produce of the labor of the people of Great Britain
and Ireland is about 32,50({‘000,000. The value of
the annual exports and imports of Great Britain and
Ireland is something over £500,000,000, while that
of the United States is only about $220,000,000. Ta-
king the value of the annual produce of the two na-
tions as a basis of what the foreign commerce should
amount to in value, ours should exceed that of Great
Britain and Ireland ;: while theirs is about £500,000,-
000, ours should be about $600,000,000. If their for-
eign commerce was no more extended than ours, in
proportion to the annual value of the labor, it would
amount only to about $180,000,000 annually; or, if
we make a comparison on the basis of the population
of the two nations, the following is the result arrived
at by the Secretary :

“ Estimating the population of Great Britain and Ireland
at thirty millions, and our population at twenty-one millions,
their foreign trade averages §17 83 for each individual ; ours
$10 42. If their foreign trade were no greater than ours, in
proportion to population, it would be reduced from five hun-
dred and twenty to three hundred and twelve millions. 1f our
foreign trade were as great in proportion to population as is

theirs, it would be swelled in amount from two hundred and
nineteen to three hundred and sixty-four millions.”

Now, let us examine the Secretary’s inference from
these results. We assume the correctness of the fig-
ures and statements made. But the conclusions
drawn from them are anything but favorable to the
Secretary’s intellect. He has been extremely unfor-
tunate in his argument. Here are his conclusions:

“ A leading cause of the existing difference is to be found
in the fact that Grest Britain exports chiefly what she has
first brought to the form in which it is ready for ultimale
consumption ; it is at the stage of its highest value, and her
market is almost coextensive with the civilized world,

¢ All history shows that where are the workshops of the
world, there must be the marts of the world, and the heart of
wealth, commeres, and power.”

Curious logic this! Let us analyze it. Itis teo
important not to be plainly stated, and divested of
all pettifogging. The Secretary says, twenty mil-
lions of American people produce each year §5,000,-
000,000 of wealth by their industry, no matter how
free, or how much restricted, or how much or little
foreign commerce they have. Thirty millions of peo-

le in Great Britain and Ireland Ii'roduoe but §2.-
gO0,000,00ﬂ of wealth each year, though their for-
eign commerce is greater than ours. ith ten mil-
lions, or one-third less population, we exceed them 1o
the annual production of wealth five hundred mil-
lions of dollars. But, singular enough, our Secrelarﬁ
insists that we, with a Jess lfepulatmn. and thoug
we produce so many hundred millions of dollars
worth more of all the necessaries and eomforts of life
than the people of Great Britain and Ireland do, yct
the latter is the most prosperous and wealthy nation
of the two. , ey

To estimate wealth in proportion to diminish 1
annual production of laber, is a principle in politicd
economy that I never learned. I had supposed that
a community or nation in which the aggregate value
of the annual labor was the greatest, was the most

rous ; but if not, they would certainly bccom;
the most wealthy. The more labor produces, an
the more eqnit‘ble and genel‘ll the dmtxi:butwn, the
greater the proeperity, wealth, and happiness of the

le. o
peosl:l pose Great Britain has more large factories (im
which she forces the millions to toil and stm-vr_:) _thn:i
we have, is that any evidence of ter indmduﬂt
or national prosperity or wealth? The great I:I
of her pulr;tion toil in the factories of her capita:
bulk of ours till the rieh scil © P“;
oxtended country. The former are slaves to csplﬂ.
—the latter, freemen. The Creator of man has P::L
mitted us to oecu_gi a large country, with s fer ‘ln-
pative soil, en which our ¢ can maintain ;n 11.
dependence of body and mind not enjoyed by t g«_
borers in the factories of that nation, which our Ze
retary says has ** markets coextensive with the emr
lized wo:{;.” It is the vastness of our country, J:t
froe and extended agriculture, the lands 0%

hmﬂt -* “.“ .
the Apreriearriwborer {rom the oppression of enpital
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